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Us TOOõs 20 Year Anniversary 

officially òKicked Offó   

Us TOOõs Board of Directors Annual Meeting and 20 Year Anniver-

sary Kick - off Dinner took place on Friday, December 4. The Edward 

C. Kaps Awardees were also invited to attend to receive their 

awards.  Us TOO also welcomed three new board members and said 

goodbye to three that were retiring! Awards were also given to 

many of Us TOOõs sponsors in appreciation for their collaborative 

spirit, support and dedication to Us TOO on behalf of those seeking 

empathy , support and information about prostate cancer. The eve-

ning ended with the kick - off celebration for Us TOOõs upcoming 20 

year anniversary. What a Wonderful Evening!  

Johnny Payne (left) Greenville, SC and President/CEO Tom Kirk  
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The 2 nd Annual Edward C. Kaps Hope Award Winners  

Summary: The May 12, 2009 announcement said:  

Us TOO International is pleased to announce that nominations are open for our òSecondó Annual 

Edward C. Kaps Hope Award.  

Ed Kaps was one of the organizing and founding Board Members, and remains Director Emeritus of Us 

TOO International. Ed traveled extensively throughout the U. S. and internationally establishing the 

first chapters for Us TOO International. Ed approached the Us TOO Board with the concept of this 

award, and donated the plaque which will be housed in the Us TOO home office.  Last year we were 

fortunate to have Ed present some of the awardees their awards in person at Us TOO University in 

Phoenix, Arizona.  

The Edward C. Kaps Hope Award is given to òAn Outstanding Leader in an Us TOO Support 
Group Who Has Shown Unselfish, Dedicated Service to Prostate Cancer Survivors and their 
Familiesó. 

Who can be nominated?  Any Us TOO International support group volunteer can be nominated. Nomi-

nees can include, but are not limited to, support group leaders, leaders of your spouses/companions 

group, special event volunteers, or any other volunteer whose leadership and commitment is vital to 

the success of your chapter. The size of your support is not a criteria; the size of the heart of your 

nominee is! 

Last years awardees were Stan Rosenfeld, CA., Ralph Valle, AZ., Shirley Grey, IL., Chuck 

Maack, KS.,  Bill Blair, IL.,  and in memoriam, Jack Pais, Belgium and Harry Pinchot, CA.  

By the July 17, 2009 deadline there were a total 22 letters received, 12 nominees, and three of the 

letters were submitted by entire chapters. In the staff and committee review, the following five peo-

ple were judged the most outstanding.  

From left to right, Reg Tidball attended to accept in honor of Bob Boyd, Dr. Bill Stevens, 

Johnny Payne, and Russ Gould. Not pictured is Rex Zeiger. Per Rexõs request, his award 

was accepted by Russ Gould. Ed Kaps will personally present Rex his award in Arizona.  
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IN MEMORIUM Bob Boyd,  

Former Chapter Leader, Us TOO Flint, Michigan  

The ENTIRE Flint Michigan Chapter has enthusiastically 

nominated Bob Boyd for the Ed Kaps Award. òBob epitomized 

the qualities this award recognizesó, shares Reg Tidball, cur-

rent Chapter Leader.  

Bob lead the chapter for ten years, calling potential meeting 

attendees, selecting speakers, organizing the meeting place, 

selecting and displaying materials, and established a govern-

ing board of cancer survivors. Bob had personally counseled 

hundreds of men and their spouses, and from the beginning 

encouraged them in their fight against prostate. He had al-

ways felt the most effective approach for our support 

groups is to be survivor led, and it continues to be as he de-

veloped and trained leaders from within the group.  

As a dedicated leader, Bob obtained speakers from many and 

varied disciplines, obtained educational materials for atten-

dees, warmly welcomed newcomers, participated in community 

PCa screenings and local Health Fairs, helped organize other 

Us TOO chapters, spoke of his own continued fight with prostate cancer to our group and others and 

was a Board member of the prostate Cancer Coalition of Michigan.  

Bob and his very supportive wife, Pat, had seen growth of their chapter to monthly meeting average 

attendance of 45. More important, there have been hundreds of men and their families who have 

benefitted from Bobõs background as an educator and his dedication to educating others and giving 

them hope in the fight against prostate cancer.  

We are saddened to hear that Bob lost his battle with prostate in August this year, but through it 

all, he remained positive and upbeat, preferring to talk about others and their challenges rather than 

his own.  

Bob and his wife Pat were much loved and respected by all those who have come to know them 

through Us TOO and their leadership in the community.  All of the members of the Us TOO Chapter 

in the Flint Michigan are so very appreciative of their contribution.  

Bob Boyd passed away in August 

of 2009.  

This is a great organization doing great 

things by good people.   I particularly enjoyed 

talking with the attendees that are  pursuing 

the same goals.   It was a relaxing night 

filled with good caring people, enjoying great 

food and recognizing those people that are 

out there fighting the fight against PCa.   

Again, thank you for allowing me  to accept 

the award for Bobé~Reg Reg Tidball Flint MI. 

Chapter Leader  
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Johnny Payne, Chapter Leader Us TOO Greenville, SC  

òSince Johnny was diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2002, he has 

discovered his advocation and realized his reason for beingó, shares 

George Lloyd member of the Us TOO Greenville chapter.  

 After successful treatment and recovery of his prostate cancer, 

he decided to educate other men about the risk and dangers of the 

disease. Johnny says ò Not only was being diagnosed a wake-up call, 

but more importantly, it revealed to me how ill informed I was of 

the disease and the devastating effect it has on men.  I had no idea 

that black men were at such a higher risk of getting prostate can-

cer than any other ethnicity.ó  It was then that Johnny decided to 

learn all he could about prostate cancer and has made it his lifeõs 

mission to share what he has learned with other men and their 

families, and to promote awareness about it in his community.  

Johnny is a tireless advocate for Prostate Cancer Support, Educa-

tion and Awareness. Through his efforts to partner with local or-

ganizations such as The Greenville Hospital System, St. Francis 

Hospital System, South Carolina Cancer Alliance, local churches 

and other community organizations, it has enabled the surrounding 

communities to provide resources for education, awareness, sup-

port and screenings. As a result, the Us TOO Greenville Chapter 

hosts an annual menõs forum and partners in providing free screen-

ings in multiple locations twice a year for the past several years.  

 Johnny is very well -known within the community and is called on frequently to speak, and appear on 

various local radio and TV shows abut prostate cancer. He was recognized last year by WJMZ radio as a 

local Black History Maker for his work, is a member of the South Carolina Cancer Alliance Prostate Can-

cer Work Group and founder of the Upstate Prostate Cancer Alliance. He has also been profiled several 

times in the news for his outstanding efforts as a volunteer.  

 Johnny leads by example and the community is very appreciative of his personal efforts and chapterõs 

efforts. He is also readily available to share his experiences and travels to surrounding Us TOO chap-

ters to give guidance whenever needed. The excitement, accomplishments and more importantly the 

overall increase in men participating in screening and education activities in Greenville and the sur-

rounding areas, is a clear indication of the impact Johnny has had in his role of chapter leader the past 

seven years.   

Johnny Payne, Us  TOO Chap-

ter Leader, Greenville, SC  

I found the  Awards Dinner a very rewarding experience. Of course 
being nominated and receiving the Kaps award was a real honor for 
me because it lets us know that all the hard work is being recognized 
and appreciated. The high light of the evening  was the Kick Off to 
the 20th anniversary celebration!  é~Johnny 
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Dr. Bill Stevens Chapter Leader Us TOO Lancaster Ohio  

What is the factor in all of us, that has our inner being cry 

out for understanding? What qualities does a person pos-

sess to satisfy and educate, so the pain of a crisis can be 

understood, and with the proven hope that pain can be 

lessened or cured?  There must be a leader in everything, 

and there must be supporters of that leader. Happily, we 

as a group have gained that individual with the demeanor, 

and method of transferring honest concern to those men 

and women in need. It is that quality from a leader that is 

the keeper of HOPE. Some call this angelic, another word 

may be messenger.  Our Angel and messenger who has been 

the inspiration to us all is Bill Stevens.  

The above was written so eloquently by Keith Stought who 

is the co -leader of the Us TOO Lancaster Support Group.  

After Bill had his treatment in 2005, he began looking for 

a support group in his area. After determining that there 

was not already a group, he decided to start one on his 

own. The group started out as 4 or 5 in 2005 and has 

grown to over 100 men and their partners.  

òWe have a solid core of scores of men and women who 

have been attending for years because of the dynamic 

meetings that Bill conductsó shares Bob Schewe, member 

of the group. Our Chapters reputation is growing in leaps and bounds due to Billõs enthusiasm, empa-

thy and diligence. Bill makes it a very special point to welcome and put new members at ease. He skill-

fully draws out their personal stories so others with similar caseõs can relate and share their experi-

ences and offer encouragement.   

As a retired college professor, Bill is very much at ease in conducting meetings. He has a great sense 

of humor and as an amateur magician his occasional slight ðof hand tricks bring many to chuckles!  

The amount of time and energy Bill devotes to prostate cancer is boundless. He studies and screens 

endless emails from countless sources and forwards those which could be helpful to individuals in the 

group. Through Bills leadership, the support group is also involved in many health fairs, speaks at 

civic groups and has a booth at Relay for Life events every year.  

òDr. Bill Stevens is a dear friend to us, and we marvel at his intensity, his drive and his constant 

knowledge to all of us.  

Dr. Bill Stevens, Chapter Leader Us 

TOO Lancaster, Ohio  

"Although I thank you for an event that was extremely well organ-
ized, with excellent food, the real benefit was the immeasurable 
outpouring of fellowship and kindness at the awards banquet. Seldom 
can one count their blessings from adversity, but such are those who 
have entered into the arena of prostate cancer and found an Us 
TOO support group. Thanks for what you do, and thanks for the 
memories! PRICELESS!"é~Bill 


